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Nils von Kalm

We’re one but we’re not the same

We get to carry each other

– U2, One

I
n John chapter 17, verse 1, Jesus 

prayed that his disciples would be 

one as he and the Father are one. 

It was a prayer of boldness and, on 

the surface at least, impossibly naïve 

and unrealistic.

But the fact that this prayer was 

largely lived out in the life of the early 

Christian movement is evidence to 

me that this was not just a humanly-

powered movement.

Jesus said we are the light of 

the world. He said we are to be an 

alternative community, caring for 

those nobody else cares about, being 

one in love and grace, and accepting 

each other.

In Jesus’ new order, there are no 

dividing lines between people of 

different ethnicities or genders. The 

walls of division are torn down. There 

are no statuses; everyone is equal.

We see this first in Jesus’ strange 
choice of disciples. You had the tax 

collector, Matthew. Tax collectors 

were hated in those days because they 

gained their riches through ripping 

people off, and they worked for the 

oppressive occupying Roman regime.

Then alongside Matthew you had 

the Zealot, Simon. Zealots advocated 

violent overthrow of the Romans. 

Simon would initially have been 

attracted to Jesus because of the 

popular belief of the time that the 

messiah would come to do just that: 

ride into Jerusalem as a conquering ruler 

and throw out the oppressors once and 

for all.

Just in these two people, you had 

worldviews which couldn’t have been 

more opposed. It was like having 

a member of the Socialist Left on 

the same team as a hard-line US 

Republican. And Jesus prays that they 

will be one. It was a bold prayer!

But as the Spirit came at Pentecost 

and the church gained momentum, 

outbreaks of God’s rule began to 

undermine that of the Empire.

The early church

The early church was characterised by 

everyone sharing what they owned. In 

fact, they didn’t even consider property 

to belong to any one individual. 

They broke bread together, prayed 

together, and shared everything. 

They loved their neighbours and 

took in those whom the rest of the 

culture abandoned.

Social historian, Rodney Stark, says 

that a major reason for the explosive 

growth in the fledgling Christian 
movement in the first century was 
their care for the poor. When baby 

girls were literally left out to die by 

their parents, the Christians would 

take them in and raise them. Similarly, 

when plagues struck much of the 

empire, Christians risked their lives to 

care for the sick. Many Christians died 

in the process, but they did so living 

out the command of their Master that 

whenever they did it to the least, they 

were doing it to Jesus himself.

But it wasn’t some socialist utopia 

that the Christians were setting up. 

They knew that would never work. No 

economic or political system would 

ever bring in the kingdom of God. 

What drove the early Christians was 

the Spirit of God within them.

It wasn’t through any form of 

politics, though it was political. It 

wasn’t through any economic system, 

though it had powerful economic 

implications. It was through their 

faithful following of Jesus that the 

early Christians changed the world. 

They were outward looking, seeking 

only to love rather than look for love, 

seeking to understand rather than 

worrying about being understood, and 

seeking to console the broken-hearted 

rather than concerning themselves 

too much with their own consolation. 

Some of today’s church can take a 

lesson from that.

No wonder Jesus prayed that bold 

prayer the night before he died. It was 

answered, and it has been answered 

again and again through the ages as 

Christians have come together to 

abolish slavery, to gain rights for 

women, to bring children out of sex 

trafficking and to pressure government 
to give our fair share of aid to the poor 

of the world.

The dream Jesus had and prayed 

for has materialised over and 

over throughout history. In God’s 

new order, these dreams become 

reality as together we tear down the 

walls of division that divide this 

broken world.

Nils von Kalm is from Melbourne, 
Australia and has a passion for 

showing how the Gospel is relevant to 
life in the 21st century.

This article was first published in 
Christian Today, June 2017, and is 

reprinted with permission.

The power of one 

– Tips and inspiration for churches and households 

E A R T H  C A R E  C A R D

#30 English churches shrink their footprint  
The Church of England has a national environmental campaign 
called Shrinking the Footprint. 

Their Shrinking the Footprint section of churchcare.co.uk  
assists parishes by offering a free energy audit tool, steps to 
getting started, advice and inspiration through case studies. 
One interesting feature is a map of England showing scores of 
churches with waterless toilets. Many churches have installed 
solar panels. The Church of the Good Shepherd in Tatham Fells 
replaced their 30 year old solid fuel boiler with a biomass boiler. 

The Church of England has a carbon reduction target of 
80% by 2050 (in line with English Government commitments). 
What is your church’s target? Could your parish council set one?

ABC Radio National’s Religion Programs 

Frequencies:

  Bairnsdale - 106.3 FM (3ABC RN) 

  Melbourne - 621 AM (3RN)

Religion and Ethics Report   
Andrew West 

Wednesday 5:30 pm – repeated: Thursday 5:30 am

The Spirit of Things 

Rachel Kohn 

Sunday 6:00 pm – repeated: Wednesday 9:00 pm 

The Rhythm Divine
Geoff Wood 

Sunday 5:30 am – repeated: Sunday 9:30 pm 

For more details: abc.net.au


